
 
 

QUICK TIPS: OTHER SOURCES 
Alan Bailin, MLS, PhD 

Axinn Library 

Google Books 

Google Books (http://books.google.com/) contains an ever-increasing number of books online.  
It can be accessed from the drop-down menu at the top of the Google main search page. In many 
cases, these are available in their entirety for free.  However, in many other cases, only selected 
parts are available because of copyright restrictions.  In addition, these “previews” of books 
cannot be downloaded.   In such cases, if you would like to get the actual book rather than only 
part of it, use the Discovery or the Books/eBooks tab on the Hofstra home page to search for an 
edition in the library.  If we do not have it, you can use Hofstra’s interlibrary loan service (see 
below) to request it from another library. 

Google Scholar 

Google Scholar (http://scholar.google.com/) provides a way of identifying many scholarly 
articles and books.  Like Google Books, it can be accessed from the drop-down menu at the top 
of the Google main search page (click on “More from Google” at the bottom of the drop-down 
list).  However, in most cases Google Scholar provides no link to a free version of the complete 
texts.  To get the text of scholarly articles you find using Google Scholar, use the Articles tab on 
the Hofstra Library home page to search for the article and then if that does not work use the 
Journals tab to see if we have the journal for the date in which the article was published.  If we 
do not have it at Hofstra, use our interlibrary loan service (see below) to order it from another 
library. There is sometimes a shortcut:  Google Scholar will on occasion provide direct links to 
articles in Hofstra databases. 

WorldCat 

WorldCat is “the world's largest network of library content and services.”  There is a free 
version (http://www.worldcat.org/) and the commercial version you can access from the  
Hofstra Library Web site in the databases area (use the alphabetical list).  This version provides 
more information about books in libraries throughout the world than the free one.  If you cannot 
find enough books at Hofstra, a search in WorldCat may prove useful.  To get a book that you 
find through WorldCat and we do not have at Hofstra (search with the Discovery or the 
Books/eBooks tab on the Hofstra home page), use our interlibrary loan service (see below). 

Hofstra Interlibrary Loan 

This service is available from the Hofstra Library home page (under Popular Services) and is 
free to all Hofstra students and faculty.  Order books and articles you cannot get at Hofstra.   
Most items Hofstra does not have, we can obtain for you from this service. 
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